
Federal Rules of Evidence – Quick Reference 
 
 
 
Rule 401 – Test for Relevant Evidence 
 
Evidence is relevant if: 
 
(a) it has any tendency to make a fact more or less probable than it would be without the 
evidence; and 
 
(b) the fact is of consequence in determining the action. 
 
 
 
Rule 706 – Court-Appointed Expert Witnesses 
 
(a) Appointment Process. On a party’s motion or on its own, the court may order the parties 
to show cause why expert witnesses should not be appointed and may ask the parties to 
submit nominations. The court may appoint any expert that the parties agree on and any of 
its own choosing. But the court may only appoint someone who consents to act. 
 
(b) Expert’s Role. The court must inform the expert of the expert’s duties. The court may do 
so in writing and have a copy filed with the clerk or may do so orally at a conference in 
which the parties have an opportunity to participate. The expert: 
 

(1) must advise the parties of any findings the expert makes; 
 
(2) may be deposed by any party; 
 
(3) may be called to testify by the court or any party; and 
 
(4) may be cross-examined by any party, including the party that called the expert. 

 
(c) Compensation. The expert is entitled to a reasonable compensation, as set by the court. 
The compensation is payable as follows: 
 

(1) in a criminal case or in a civil case involving just compensation under the Fifth 
Amendment, from any funds that are provided by law; and 
 
(2) in any other civil case, by the parties in the proportion and at the time that the 
court directs — and the compensation is then charged like other costs. 

 
(d) Disclosing the Appointment to the Jury. The court may authorize disclosure to the jury 
that the court appointed the expert. 
 



(e) Parties’ Choice of Their Own Experts. This rule does not limit a party in calling its own 
experts. 
 
 
 
Rule 803 – Exceptions to the Rule Against Hearsay 
 
The following are not excluded by the rule against hearsay, regardless of whether the 
declarant is available as a witness: 
 
(1) Present Sense Impression. A statement describing or explaining an event or condition, 
made while or immediately after the declarant perceived it. 
 
(2) Excited Utterance. A statement relating to a startling event or condition, made while the 
declarant was under the stress of excitement that it caused. 
 
(3) Then-Existing Mental, Emotional, or Physical Condition. A statement of the declarant’s 
then-existing state of mind (such as motive, intent, or plan) or emotional, sensory, or 
physical condition (such as mental feeling, pain, or bodily health), but not including a 
statement of memory or belief to prove the fact remembered or believed unless it relates to 
the validity or terms of the declarant’s will. 
 
(4) Statement Made for Medical Diagnosis or Treatment. A statement that: 
 
(A) is made for — and is reasonably pertinent to — medical diagnosis or treatment; and 
 
(B) describes medical history; past or present symptoms or sensations; their inception; or 
their general cause. 
 
(17) Market Reports and Similar Commercial Publications. Market quotations, lists, 
directories, or other compilations that are generally relied on by the public or by persons in 
particular occupations. 
 
 

Rule 1004 – Admissibility of Other Evidence of Content 

An original is not required and other evidence of the content of a writing, recording, or 
photograph is admissible if: 

(a) all the originals are lost or destroyed, and not by the proponent acting in bad faith; 

(b) an original cannot be obtained by any available judicial process; 

 
 



 
 

Rule 902 – Evidence That Is Self-Authenticating 

The following items of evidence are self-authenticating; they require no extrinsic evidence 
of authenticity in order to be admitted: 

 
(6) Newspapers and Periodicals. Printed material purporting to be a newspaper or periodical. 
 
 
(10) Presumptions Under a Federal Statute. A signature, document, or anything else that a 
federal statute declares to be presumptively or prima facie genuine or authentic. 
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